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the church was rebuilt in 10 months. The 
church community celebrated with a service of 
Thanksgiving. 

The Church Community is very thankful for 
their present pastor, Charles Olah, CLP, Cer-
tified Lay Pastor, who conducts services every 
Sunday in both English and Hungarian. With-
out him and their wonderful congregation, they 
would not be able to do the great job that they 
do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Hungarian 
Presbyterian Church on the celebration of its 
100 years serving the western part of Morris 
County. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MT. PLEASANT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege today to recognize the Mt. Pleas-
ant Community Church near Stayton, OR, a 
historic church that has served as a place of 
worship since its construction in 1854. As the 
oldest building west of the Rocky Mountains 
that has been continuously used as a church, 
Mt. Pleasant Community Church will celebrate 
its 150 years of history on Saturday. 

The permanence of this church is remark-
able considering the massive changes that 
have occurred in the surrounding world since 
it was built. When Mt. Pleasant Community 
Church was founded, Oregon was a sparsely 
populated territory that had not yet become a 
state; Abraham Lincoln was a former Member 
of Congress who had retired from politics to 
return to law; and the union had not yet been 
torn apart by the Civil War. Over the church’s 
150-year history, our country has seen amaz-
ing technological change, from the Industrial 
Revolution and the invention of the car and 
the airplane to the rise of information tech-
nology and the birth of the Internet. And the 
position the United States occupies in the 
world has changed as well: During this century 
and a half that Mt. Pleasant has stood in the 
Willamette Valley, empires have risen and fall-
en, and the United States has risen to a posi-
tion of unparalleled power in the world. 

Yet despite all these changes, Mt. Pleasant 
has remained, one small church serving the 
spiritual and social needs of the community. 
Even as members have come and gone, the 
church remains, both as a building and an in-
stitution, as a place of worship and fellowship, 
a vital part of the spiritual life of the commu-
nity. 
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CONGRATULATING NEW PAKI-
STANI PRIME MINISTER 
SHAUKAT AZIZ 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Pakistan has in-
stalled a new Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz. 
His installation was reported in the news-

papers September 2. I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate Mr. Aziz on his 
new position. 

Mr. Aziz takes the helm in Pakistan at a crit-
ical time for the people and nations of South 
Asia. I wish him well in his time as Prime Min-
ister and I hope that he will dedicate himself 
to pursuing peace in the subcontinent. 

The best way to achieve peace in South 
Asia, Mr. Speaker, is to work for self-deter-
mination for everyone in the region. Only by 
allowing everyone in the subcontinent to enjoy 
this cornerstone of democracy can all the peo-
ples and nations live in peace, freedom, and 
prosperity. 

I would also urge Mr. Aziz to work for a 
more open border so that Sikhs and Muslims, 
as well as members of other minorities, can 
trade and travel freely and raise their standard 
of living by doing so. This will be good for 
Pakistan and for India. 

Mr. Speaker, the Council of Khalistan issued 
a press release congratulating Prime Minister 
Aziz, which I intend to insert into the RECORD. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PRIME MINISTER 
SHAUKAT AZIZ 

WASHINGTON, D.C., September 10, 2004.—Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the 
Council of Khalistan, today congratulated 
the new Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
Shaukat Aziz, on his ascension to the posi-
tion. 

‘‘I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Prime Minister Aziz and wish 
his government well,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘I 
hope that this will be a step forward for 
peace in South Asia,’’ he said. ‘‘Prime Min-
ister Aziz has done excellent work on Paki-
stan’s finances,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘We are 
sure that he can bring that wisdom and ex-
pertise to all areas of life in his country,’’ he 
added. 

‘‘Prime Minister Aziz must stand firm, as 
President Musharraf has done, in supporting 
the interests of freedom for the oppressed 
people in South Asia,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘We 
urge him to work to open the border, en-
hance trade in the border regions, establish 
peaceful relations, and assist the cause of 
freedom, not just in occupied Kashmir, but 
wherever people are struggling to be free,’’ 
he added. ‘‘We look forward to easy passage 
to visit the birthplace of the first Sikh guru, 
Guru Nanak, in Nankana Sahib.’’ 

‘‘Only when all people and nations in 
South Asia have freedom and self-determina-
tion can the subcontinent live in peace, pros-
perity, and dignity,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. 
‘‘Prime Minister Aziz has influence by virtue 
of his position,’’ he said. ‘‘We urge him to 
use it for the benefit of the people of Paki-
stan and all the people of the subcontinent 
by supporting freedom and self-determina-
tion.’’ 

The Council of Khalistan was constituted 
to lead the struggle to liberate Khalistan, 
the Sikh homeland which declared its inde-
pendence on October 7, 1987. It is the govern-
ment pro tempore of Khalistan. Khalistan 
has been under Indian occupation since then. 
India has sent over 500,000 troops to Punjab, 
Khalistan, and over 700,000 to neighboring 
Kashmir to suppress the independence move-
ments there. Yet India is on the verge of col-
lapse. As former Home Minister L.K. Advani 
said that ‘‘if Kashmir goes, India goes.’’ 

At the time of India’s independence, Sikhs 
were equal partners in the transfer of power 
and were supposed to receive their own sov-
ereign state, but the weak and ignorant Sikh 
leaders of the time were tricked into staying 
with India on the promise that they would 
have ‘‘the glow of freedom’’ and no law af-
fecting the Sikhs would pass without their 

consent. That promise was broken imme-
diately after independence was achieved. 

Sikhs ruled an independent and sovereign 
Punjab from 1710 to 1716 and again from 1765 
to 1849 and were recognized by most of the 
countries of the world at that time. No Sikh 
representative has ever signed the Indian 
constitution. 

‘‘Sardar Atinder Pal Singh’s question of 14 
years ago is still the question facing the 
Sikh Nation: Why don’t we liberate 
Khalistan?,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘As Professor 
Darshan Singh, a former Jathedar, said, ‘If a 
Sikh is not for Khalistan, he is not a Sikh’,’’ 
he noted. 

The Indian government has murdered over 
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000 
Christians since 1948, over 89,000 Muslims in 
Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of 
Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, Dalits (the ab-
original people of the subcontinent), and oth-
ers. The Indian Supreme Court called the In-
dian government’s murders of Sikhs ‘‘worse 
than a genocide.’’ A report by the Movement 
Against State Repression (MASR) shows 
that India is holding 52,268 Sikhs as political 
prisoners without charge or trial. Some have 
been in illegal custody since 1984! 

‘‘We must move forward with the cause of 
Sikh freedom,’’ Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘Only in a 
free Khalistan will the Sikh Nation prosper 
and get justice,’’ said Dr. Aulakh. ‘‘India 
should act like a democracy and allow a 
plebiscite on independence for Khalistan and 
all the nations of South Asia,’’ Dr. Aulakh 
said. ‘‘We must free Khalistan now.’’ 
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE ON ANNIVERSARY OF 
TERRORIST ATTACKS LAUNCHED 
AGAINST THE UNITED STATES 
ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 9, 2004 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise this morning to join my colleagues in 
support of H. Res. 757, which condemns the 
horrific attacks on both the World Trade Cen-
ter and the Pentagon September 11, 2001, 
and reaffirms our nation’s commitment in pro-
tecting our land from terrorists. 

The events of three years ago will be for-
ever etched in the memories of the American 
people. The horrible images from downtown 
New York, the Pentagon and Pennsylvania, 
brought sorrow and sadness as a nation col-
lectively mourned the lives lost. 

On this day, we salute the Pentagon em-
ployees who perished, the inhabitants of the 
World Trade Center who had their lives 
snuffed out in a brutal act of terrorism, and the 
brave men of United flight 93, who sacrificed 
their lives to save the lives of people they had 
never even met. 

Mr. Speaker, even as a nation mourned, the 
collective resolve and faith of Americans na-
tionwide began the process of rebuilding, and 
we continue that process today. 

America is strong and its people are com-
mitted to the values of liberty. Even today, 
Americans nationwide are helping the families 
and children of those killed three years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation is engaged in a war 
against terrorism that continues to this day, 
and the resolve and faith of the American peo-
ple will ensure that our nation remains forever 
strong. 
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